PERSIAN   INDUSTRIES
maintained by the native custom of leaving the
shoes at the door. The constant walking upon the
carpet with bare or stockinged feet tends to bring
about this desirable finish: whilst, on the other
hand, our barbarous custom of wearing dirty shoes
in a room is not so good for the carpet, nor are
tables and chairs great carpet-improvers. Before
the time of exporting carpets from Persia in any
great number only good carpets were made, but
now the demand is so great that to keep up the
supply a good deal of shoddy work is manufactured
and sent out of the country.
To be a good judge of a carpet you need to be
quite an expert. Many things have to be taken into
consideration. First the dyes, as we have already
seen; then the number of stitches to the inch must
be counted, and it is said that a good carpet contains
about 10,000 stitches to the square foot, while some
of the better ones have as many as 40,000. Another
point to notice is to see whether both ends are the
same width. This is done by doubling the carpet: if
the ends do not coincide it is not a well-made carpet.
Then, again, it should lie perfectly flat on the floor,
otherwise it will crease in a very short time, and be
worthless. My husband had a beautiful Kerman
carpet given to him once: it was valued at £20, and,
but for the fact that it does not lie flat on the floor,
would be worth a good deal more. As it is, we have
to keep it hanging on the wall, where it cannot get
" rucked " or creased.
Prices vary, of course, according to the size and
make of the carpets. Very fair ones, the size of an
ordinary hearthrug, can be had from £2, 10s. to £8

